CARMEN
Carmen is reputed to be the most famous opera in the world and is certainly one of the best-loved of all operas. Composed by a French composer Georges Bizet, the libretto was written by Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy, based on a novella of the same title by Prosper Mérimée. The opera was first performed at the Opéra-Comique in Paris on 3 March 1875.
The most popular pieces of Carmen include the following:-
a) Habanera from Carmen
It is from Act I of Carmen. Having a legion of admirers, Carmen has a different view of the definition of love. She believes that love has no absolute criterion, and that wealth, power and even passion are not necessarily a winning formula. Instead, love is based on personal sentiment, for it is rather an irrational idea. Being gorgeous, and charmingly mysterious, Carmen wins the soul of Don José, who has been blinded by love. 
b) Près des remparts de Séville (Seguidilla) from Carmen 
The Séguedilla is Carmen’s attempt at seducing Don José by promising to take him to a more private place where they can enjoy each other. Being gorgeous, and charmingly mysterious, Carmen wins the soul of Don José, who has been blinded by love. This teasing song to Don José is from Act I of Carmen.
c) Toreador from Carmen 
In Act II of Carmen, the toreador expresses the joy and excitement of being a bull-fighter. To be courageous and skilful in the ring can undoubtedly win all the applause from the crowd. However, thinking of his beloved reminds him of his own safety, which he cherishes the most.

d) Les voici from Carmen 
In Act IV of Carmen, it is the day of the contest to which Escamillo invited the smugglers. The square is full of people, with merchants and Gypsies. Zuniga, Frasquita and Mercédès are among the crowd. The crowd and children sing and cheer on the procession as the cuadrilla arrive. Escamillo and Carmen, now a couple, arrive to a stirring march.

Background
Bizet’s most famous operatic masterpiece is Carmen. However, when Carmen first opened in Paris in 1875, the reviews were terrible. Many critics commented there were no good tunes in it, so audiences remained cold and puzzled. French audiences were essentially conservative, and the teasing and naughty presentation of the role Carmen came upon them like a shock. Bizet, in short, had broken loose from the classical French style. His music displayed some startling, novel features, and for these the polite tastes of the French public were not prepared. And in the middle of the night during the first round of Carmen performances, Bizet died from a heart attack at the age of 36. Four months later, Carmen opened in Vienna, Austria, and was a smash hit. And it is now one of the most popular operas ever written.
Carmen is a role that provides a great fascination over artists. It allows so many opportunities and interpretations that can be played in many different ways. There are four elements in Carmen’s character: being a daughter of the people, a reckless flirt, a passionate gypsy, and a superstitious lady. The differences between one Carmen and another resolve themselves into a question of how the stage director provides a greater or lesser prominence given to one or other of these. One is a greater flirt and more heartless; the other is more sensual; the third more plebeian. Some Carmens love Don José and merely play with Escamillo; others love Escamillo and regard Don José as a bore. 
Synopsis 
The story takes place in Seville, Spain, in the 1820s. The military man Don José falls in love with Carmen, a gypsy. She is arrested after a fight in the cigarette factory where she works and Don José allows her to escape, for which he is himself imprisoned. Upon his release, Carmen persuades him not to return to his barracks but to join her and her smuggler friends. Soon afterwards, Carmen’s interest in Don José fades and she is attracted to the bullfighter Escamillo. Later, she joins him in the procession before his bullfight. Ignoring warnings, Carmen waits for Don José who is in the crowd. The tale ends in tragedy when Don José, in a fit of blind jealousy, stabs Carmen to death, after his unfaithful lover determines to leave him.

George Bizet (1838-1875)
Composer

Georges Bizet was born in Paris in 1838. Bizet’s father was a singing teacher and his mother a gifted amateur pianist, and his musical talents declared themselves so early and so unmistakably that he was admitted to the Paris Conservatoire before he had completed his 10th year. While he was there, he wrote his only symphony, but it wasn't performed until many years after he died. Bizet graduated from the Conservatory with awards in both composition and piano. 
At the Conservatory he studied under many great musicians including professor Jacques Halévy. The Halévy families were to have quite an impact on Bizet's life, not least the fact that he was later to marry the professor's daughter Geneviéve and father a son Jaques, perhaps named after his grandfather. Continuing his precocious youth, he composed his first Symphony (in C) at age 17 (modelled closely on Gounod's Symphony No. 1 in D). Then in 1857 having previously won several prizes at the Conservatoire, he won the prestigious Prix de Rome.
The comtemporary French composers of the day which influenced Bizet to varying degrees included Charles Gounod, Léo Delibes, Camille Saint-Saëns, Jules Massenet and the German born Jacques Offenbach. All of these were opera composers to some extent though often light or comic opera. In comparison, Bizet's operas and particularly Carmen tended to stand out as highly dramatic and dealing in deeper emotions. Though not straying too far from French traditions, he perhaps adopted some of the styles of Italian and German opera from Verdi and Wagner respectively. 
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